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Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicant(s) duty of disclosure, the information listed in the attached 
form PTO/SB/08A is brought to the attention of the Examiner. Copies of the foreign references 
are attached hereto. 

The citation of the listed items is not a representation that they constitute a 
complete or exhaustive listing of the relevant art or that the references are prior art. 
The items listed are submitted in good faith, but are not intended to substitute for the 
Examiner's search. It is hoped, however, that in addition to apprising the Examiner of these 
particular items, they will assist in identifying fields of search and in making as full and 
complete a search as possible. 
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The folia 




m-English foreign references 



were cite* 




rthe following 



reasons: 



French publication no. 2681775 was cited to illustrate an endoscopic instrument 



having an articulatable tool assembly. See FIG. 6. 



French publication no. 2,542,188 was cited to illustrate a surgical stapling device 



including a cartridge 19 and an anvil 20. See FIG. 1. 



German publication no. 4,213,426 was cited to show an endoscopic surgical 
instrument including a remotely controlled tool assembly. 

German publication no. 4,300,307 was cited to show an endoscopic instrument 
having an articulating remotely controlled tool assembly. 

European publication no. 0369324 was cited to show an endoscopic surgical 
instrument having a pair of remotely controlled jaws. See FIG. 1 . 

USSR publication nos. 659146 and 728848 were cited to illustrate surgical 
stapling devices having a cartridge assembly and an anvil assembly. 

USSR publication nos. 980703 and 990220 were cited to show endoscopic 
devices having an articulating remotely controlled tool member. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement is not an admission that the 
information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). To the best of Applicant(s) knowledge, this information disclosure 
statement is being filed before the date of mailing of a first Office Action on the merits in 
connection with this case. 
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The claims^^is application as now presented are belio^^to patentably 



distinguish over the prior art and to be in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
consideration of this application is respectfully requested. 



CARTER, DELUCA, FARRELL & 

SCHMIDT, LLP 
445 Broad Hollow Road, Suite 225 
Melville, New York 1 1747 
Tel (631)501-5700 
Fax (631)501-3526 

Correspondence Address: 

Mark Farber, Esq. 

U.S. Surgical, a Division of 

Tyco Healthcare Group, LP 

150 Glover Avenue 

Norwalk,CT 06856 

Tel: (203) 845-1000/Fax: (203) 845-5988 



Respectfully submitted, 




Christopher G. Trainor 
Reg. No. 39,517 
Attorney for Applicants 
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